Bramborové věže
Nevýhodou pěstování brambor je jejich nárok na velký prostor. Zemědělci z And vyvinuli pro vyřešení tohoto problému velmi účinnou techniku. Nejprve malou plochu několika čtverečních metrů obloží kameny a zde vypěstují několik rostlin. Jakmile jejich nať dosáhne výšky asi 15 – 20 cm, zvýší zídku okolo záhonu a záhon doplní asi o 10 cm půdy. Když nať opět vyroste asi na 15 – 20 cm. znovu zvýší zídku a doplní záhon půdou.... A tak to jde stále dál a dál. Z půdy vždy vyčnívá pouze svrchní svazek natě. Viděli jsme bramborové věže, které byly až 1,2 metru vysoké. V každé vrstvě půdy vytvářejí brambory nové postranní výhonky s novými hlízami. Nakonec se část zdi obklopující věž zbourá a půda se odstraní. Je až nepředstavitelné, jaké množství hlíz takto naroste. Podobné bramborové věže můžeme vytvořit i v našich podmínkách, pomocí starých pneumatik, prken apod.
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Andští zemědělci při sklizni brambor. Za nimi jsou uskladněné brambory v hromadách pokrytých slámou, která má brambory  chránit před mrazem a jinými rozmary počasí.

Podle knihy Zelenina z vlastní zahrady (H. Suter, C. Graber, vydal Knižní klub a Balios roku 1998) zpracovala Zuzana Nováčková.

Z emailu:

Zuzana Novackova <zuzi6@centrum.cz> wrote:

> .... I've read about a method used in
> Andes to grow potatoes. More and more soil is heaped up to the
> growing potatoes, so that they grow higher and higher and create new
> nodules. Did you see this when you visited south America???

Zuzana,

Hello from Oregon.

Yes, that is so. It is a lot of work and seems to also work well. It
is done at least twice as I saw the practice. The soil movement has a
double or triple purpose. It controls competition from other plants
sprouting in the fields, effectively weeding the field. Also, the
potatoes are quite easy to harvest. It is less of a 'dig' and the
tubers are growing in soft soil.

I was at one of the early Agrarian Reform haciendas that made use of
this method near Chuquito. Another Peace Corps volunteer, Jerry Grey,
was the manager of the co-op that had been formed of the hacienda
chatteled serfs. He now lives in Montana somewhere. They made full
use of the method, mounding the rows as much as possible. I think they
really smashed production records.

The same method can be used with mulches. In my own garden, I've tried
straw with soil mixed in. My impression is that soil is needed. This
may deserve some experimentation and observation. Some mechanical
field techniques already do this in effect. As a child I drove a team
of horses tilling our potatoes. The cultivator turned soil onto the
rows from between, albeit for weeding. In the Andes, the action is
more purposeful and the growing potato plant is buried up to its neck.

Zuzana Novackova <zuzi6@centrum.cz> wrote:

> ... do they use some backing for the soil? ..which height approx. do
> the potatoes grow? ..

No backing. I think it really helps to have aeration. The soil rows
were about a foot above the depressions left between the rows, or a
little more, when the technique is fully employed.

Zuzana Novackova .. wrote:

> .... I would like to try this method

Zuzana,

If you are experimenting, also try planting the potatoes shallow, just
enough to root, and covering the soil with straw mulch. See if you can
grow the potatoes in the mulch instead of in the soil. As the shoots
grow, add more mulch around them. This might work best in a wide row,
appropriate to arm reach from the two sides, with potato "seeds" spaced
near a foot apart. Perhaps about four-five close rows of seed potatoes
to one straw row, with a narrow walking path between the straw rows.

